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Make your plans now to attend the 
annual meeting of the Arkansas Library 
Association, Hotel Marion, Little Rock, 


October 20-21, 1952. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Gladys Sachse! 


October 20 and 21 have been select- 
ed as the meeting days for Arkansas 
Library Association this year. The 
Marion Hotel in Little Rock will be 
our headquarters. If you’ve checked 
your calendar, you’ve noted that the 
20th and 21st fall on Monday and 
Tuesday. This change in meeting 
time was made in order that we 
might be able to have continuous use 
of the ballroom and banquet room, 
thus affording more meeting space 
and a better area for exhibits. Also, 
a number of members had indicated 
that they could be away from their 
libraries more easily at the first of 
the week. Time will tell if this has 
been a wise decision. 


We hope that you will make plans 
now to attend the meeting. Come to 
get new ideas from the program, from 
the exhibits, and from visiting with 
your colleagues. Bring your ideas 
to share, too. 


Doctors laugh at the term “grow- 
ing pains”, but the Arkansas Library 
Association is having some. ARK- 
ANSAS LIBRARIES has outgrown 
the Commission hudget. When this 
problem was discussed at regional 
meetings this spring, one group went 
on record as favoring an increase in 
dues to help with the financing of 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIES. This idea 
has received support elsewhere, and 
probably will become an item of bus- 
iness at our fall meeting. 


The constitution of the Arkansas 
Library Association, adopted in 1944, 
says, “The object of the Association 


shall be to promote library service 
and the profession of librarianship in 
the state of Arkansas”. Much of our 
present strength represents the ener- 
getic efforts of members before the 
present constitution was adopted. The 
present time finds us with new prob- 
lems which need our study. Giving 
attention to them will continue to 
strengthen our association and the 
library program in Arkansas. What 
are some of these problems? We’ve 
heard these discussed during the last 
six months: methods of inservice 
training for librarians — workshops, 
institutes, etc.; improvements of de- 
posit station service; the question of 
whether or not all elementary schools 
should have centralized libraries; the 
need for a study of our library legis- 
lation with a view toward developing 
a better state-wide service; and fi- 
nances. Of course, a sound financial 
program is one of our basic needs. 
Space is given to tax-campaigns in 
this issue, but not all our problems 
are financial! 


Each of us can help to solve these 
problems. A thorough study of our 
library problems and a planned pro- 
gram of action will help to strengthen 
our over-all library program. Don’t 
wait to be asked for your ideas, and 
don’t waste your ideas (including con- 
structive criticism) on “the desert 
air”. Present your ideas to your as- 
sociation officers. 


Your president wishes to thank 
each officer and member for his fine 
cooperation. 


1Miss Sachse is librarian, Nolen Irby Demonstration School, Arkansas State 


Teachers College, Conway. 
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THE TEXARKANA PUBLIC LIBRARY 






By Georgia Taylor Parks! 


For a number of years progressive 
citizens of Texarkana and different 
civic clubs have worked together to 
devise some plan whereby Texarkana 
could have a public library on a tax- 
support basis, with each side of the 
city sharing in the tax rather than 
having the library an agency of the 
Community Chest. 


The first concrete step was taken 
in 1949 when the Texarkana Altrusa 
Club bought a government bond to 
be used as a nucleus in building a 
new library. In the autumn of 1950 
the Texarkana chapter of the Junior 
League chose the building of a new 
library as their project for the year. 
A steering committee from the Junior 
League working with a committee 
from the Texarkana Library Board 
spearheaded a drive towards this 
goal. 


Texarkana, Texas, gave the site for 
the building, in beautiful Bowie Park. 
In November, 1950, Texarkana, Texas, 
voted an $80,000 bond issue for erect- 
ing a library building on this site. 


In February, 1951, the Arkansas 
legislature passed an enabling act 
permitting the use of Arkansas taxes 
in another state for the benefit of 
Arkansas citizens. In October, 1951, 
a petition, recommending that a tax 
of one mill be levied for the main- 
tenance of a public library, was signed 


1Mrs. Parks is librarian, Texarkana Public Library. 


by a hundred or more taxpayers in 
Texarkana, Arkansas, and was. filed 
in the mayor’s office. This tax was 
to be voted upon in the November 
election. The tax was passed and 
support from Texarkana, Arkansas, 
was guaranteed. 


Texarkana, Texas, has home rule, 
and the City Council has the author- 
ity to assess the tax without a vote 
of the taxpayers. The Council took 
this action and support from Texar- 
kana, Texas, was assured. 


The Texarkana Library Association 
owned the property where the old 
library was housed which was in 
Texarkana, Arkansas. This property 
was sold for $25,000 and the proceeds 
went towards furnishing and equip- 
ping the new library. Thus, each 
side of the city shares in building 
and maintaining a library of which 
any city can be justly proud. The 
library operates under a commission, 
with the mayor from each city on the 
commission, together with represen- 
tative members from each side of the 
state line. The new library was for- 
mally opened on January 30, 1952, and 
the increased circulation of books— 
at the end of April, 1952, a gain of 
1,000 books over April, 1951, figures— 
attests in only one way the interest 
and pride which citizens of Texar- 
kana have in their new library. 
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A DREAM COME TRUE 


By Juanita 


“We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, 
not breaths; 

He most lives 

Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts 
the best.” 


For years the School Librarians of 
Arkansas have thought much, have 
visioned the noblest and now act for 
the best—i.e., the dream of a school 
library assistants’ state organization 
is almost a reality. A temporary state 
organization has been set up. 


The librarians of Conway extended 
an invitation to the school librarians 
at their state convention last March 
to meet in Conway April 19, for the 
purpose of formulating plans for a 
state organization for library assis- 
tants. Each school was permitted to 
send a sponsor and two student assis- 
tants as delegates to this meeting. 


The group met on the campus of 
Arkansas State Teachers College. 
Immediately after registration of del- 
egates and guests, the steering com- 
mittee presented the following pro- 
gram: 

Welcome—Mr. Hays Gibson, Superin- 

tendent of Cunway Schools. 

Response—“The need for state organi- 
zation”, James Floyd, Danville Li- 
brary Club. 

“Functions of library clubs in other 
states”, Ann Cullum, Conway Li- 
brary Club. 

“Librarianship as a profession’, Mrs. 
Karl Neal, State Library Commis- 
sion representative. 

“Suggestions for organization and 
growth”, Mr. John Trice, represen- 
tative from the State Department 
of Education. 


The program prompted a discussion 
period with students participating, 


Campbell! 


after which a motion was made that 
the library assistants form a state 
organization. The motion carried. 
Then a student moved that the dele- 
gates be divided into six groups with 
a student recorder and a leader for 
each group, to discuss framing a con- 
stitution. A study was made of a 
name for the club and purposes of the 
organization; membership and dues; 
names and duties of officers; time, 
emblem, pin, flower; sponsorship of 
the organization; and election of offi- 
cers. After the buzz session all stu- 
dents returned to the auditorium and 
reported their decisions to the com- 
bined groups. Then a motion was 
made that temporary officers be elect- 
ed by nominations from the floor to 
fill the offices reported needed by 
group number six. The elected act- 
ing president appointed an Advisory 
Committee composed of the represen- 
tative from the State Library Com- 
mission; president of the State Library 
Association; and two school librarians 
at large. She also appointed a Con- 
stitutional Committee composed of 
five student library assistants to meet 
at a later date to study recommenda- 
tions made by group reporters, the 
constitutions of other state Library 
Assistants’ organizations, and to draft 
a temporary constitution to be pre- 
sented at their fall meeting, for dis- 


cussion and approval. 


The librarians did not attend the 
group meetings of the students. They 
met and discussed problems that 
might arise from the state organiza- 
tion, some of which were solved 
when the reports were given by the 
group recorders. (Other problems 
will be discussed at the state library 


1Mrs. Campbell is librarian, Conway High School, Conway, Arkansas. 
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association’s convention in October.) 


After the conclusion of the business 
meeting, the group attended a 
luncheon at Arkansas State Teachers 
College. The Conway Junior High 
librarians furnished the program at 
the luncheon. This was followed by 
a tour of eight Conway libraries. The 
day’s activities were concluded with 
a coke party given at the Faulkner- 
Van Buren Regional Library. 


One hundred twenty-four guests 
registered. Hostesses for the meeting 
were Mrs. Juanita Campbell, Conway 
High School librarian, who is also 
president of State School Librarians; 
Mrs. Eugenia Condell, Conway Junior 


7 


High School librarian; and Miss 
Gladys Sachse, Nolen Irby Demon- 
stration School librarian, A.S.T.C. 


The acting president followed up 
this meeting with a newsletter, fea- 
turing the activities of the day, to all 
school librarians of Arkansas. 


The Teen-Age Library Association 
Officers are: 

President—Hope Smith, Ozark. 

Vice-President—Jack Williams, Mt. 
Holly. 

Secretary—Sue Smiley, Hope. 

Treasurer—John Tipton, Mt. Holly. 

Reporter—Joyce Holland, West 
Side Junior High School, Little 
Rock. 


THE ELIZA MURPHY BRANCH LIBRARY OPENS 


ITS DOORS 
By Elizabeth Malone! 


The newest branch established by 
the Jonesboro and Craighead County 
Library is the Eliza Murphy Branch, 
named for a former Negro teacher in 
the Booker T. Washington School. 
Located at 625 E. Washington avenue, 
in the heart of the Negro business 
district of Jonesboro, the new branch 
was formally opened to the public 
Sunday, June 22, with an open house 
held from four to six p.m. The 
county library board was host; re- 
freshments were served to eighty 
visitors. 


Several months ago a library board 
was appointed for the Negro branch 
after an open meeting of the Jones- 
boro and Craighead County Library 
Board with outstanding Negro lead- 
ers in Jonesboro. The new branch 
library board located a small vacant 


house which Negro friends of the li- 


brary redecorated inside and out— 
with financial assistance from the 
county library board. Mrs. Margaret 
Fairhead and the Wesleyan Service 
Guild of the First Methodist Church 
gave money for shelves and chairs. 
A table, desk, magazine rack, cur- 
tains and draperies were donated by 
white and Negro friends. 


The library has two rooms attrac- 
tively arranged, with the color 
scheme yellow and gray. Later, the 
county library board hopes to redec- 
orate and furnish the other two rooms 
in the house. 


. Mrs. Gladys Crumpler, who has 
had some library experience in high 
school and in the Beale branch in 
Memphis, will be in charge of the 
branch. The Eliza Murphy Branch 
Library will be open Monday through 
Thursday, from one until five p. m. 


1Miss Malone is librarian, Jonesboro and Craighead County Library. 





PLAYING GODMOTHER TO AN ARKANSAS BOOK 


ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


By Mary D. Hudgins! 


Orchids—a great big bunch of them 
—to Hazel Deal! As librarians, we 
talk much of the necessity of doing 
what we can to correct the still linger- 
ing impression which was sparked by 
such early day “funny books” as On 
a Slow Train Through Arkansas. 
Sadly we shake our heads and sug- 
gest vaguely that what we need to do 
is foster the writing of more and bet- 
ter books about Arkansas. But what 
do we do? Usually pretty little. 


Most of us, that is. A laudable ex- 
ception is Mrs. Hazel Deal, Washing- 
ton County librarian. Without her 
initial suggestion, enthusiasm and 
wholehearted cooperation, Boy, An 
Ozark Coon Hound, would never 
have been written. Authority for this 
statement is Colonel Sterner Paul 
Meek, author of the book. 


Colonel Meek has published well 
over a dozen books about dogs and 
horses. He and Mrs. Meek found a 
trek through the Ozarks and Ouachi- 
tas very enjoyable. “I became ac- 
quainted with a most charming lady, 
Mrs. Hazel M. Deal, librarian of 
Northwest Arkansas Regional Li- 
brary”, he wrote in his preface to 


Boy. “Mrs. Deal was interested in 
my books, and she suggested that I 
write one using the Arkansas Ozarks 
as a background”. 


That wasn’t all. She introduced him 
to local hunters and dog fanciers. 
Colonel Meek was finding a new 
type of dog—the coon hound and 
“treeing dog”. He was intrigued. 
But he was busy with another book, 
and the Arkansas project couldn’t be 
undertaken at once. As soon as time 
permitted he contacted Mrs. Deal, 
who by this time was in Fayetteville. 
Her redoubled efforts smoothed the 
way for him; and by the time he came 
to Newton and Madison counties she 
had assured him a warm welcome. 


Boy is a book with wide appeal 
It is a unit in the “Borzoi Books for 
Young People” series. But parent 
dog-lovers will find it delightful, too. 
It is a good enough picture of Ozark 
folkways to interest the regionalist. 
Colonel Meek’s talk of mountaineer 
life-is neither maudlinly sentimental 
nor inclined to caricature. It is a 
straightforward and simple story in 
which Arkansas can take pride. 


1Miss Hudgins is medical librarian at the Army & Navy Hospital, Hot Springs 
Arkansas. 
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NEW BRANCH LIBRARY GETS OVER 2000 BOOKS 
By Lucy A. Sanders 


The Phillips County Library has 
opened a branch library for Negroes 
in the Eliza Miller School Library 
for the months of June, July, and 
August. The library is in charge of 
Ardellia Bowman, who has _ had 
twenty-seven hours of library science 
at Fiske, Hampton and the A. M. & 
N. College at Pine Bluff. She has 
been the school librarian for a num- 
ber of years. 


This branch was opened on June 
2nd, and is to give service throughout 
the county. 


Shelves for the books were made 
by the manual training teacher. The 
Phillips County Library has placed 
over 2000 books there, and has fur- 
nished the necessary supplies for the 
convenience of the librarian in keep- 
ing her records, and in making the 
library conform to the rules and reg- 
ulations of a standard library. The 
County Board is also paying the li- 
brarian’s salary. The library is open 
from 11 a. m. to 5 p. m. each day ex- 
cept Saturday and Sunday. 


The first week showed a daily aver- 
age of 14 patrons, and the librarian 
expects a gradual and healthy in- 
crease in the use of the library. Be- 
sides the books, there are a number 
of magazines. With plenty of read- 
ing tables and good lights, it is hoped 


that many people will find it a pleas- 
ant place to read. 


The County Library Board hopes 
that there will be enough interest 
shown this summer sc that plans may 
be made to make it a permanent 
branch. 


Below is a sample card showing 
how the Helena Public Library ex- 
tends a greeting to newcomers in the 
city: 





WELCOME TO HELENA 


Name 





Address .... 


Please present this card at the Hel- 
ena Public Library on Pecan Street 
between the Methodist and Episcopal 
Churches. It will serve as an intro- 
duction and a verification of your 
address. 


We are happy to place at your dis- 
posal the facilities of our library and 
hope you and your family will make 
early use of our services. 


HELENA LIBRARY 
Hours: 9:00 to 6:00 every day except 
Sundays and legal holidays. 


HELENA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Phillips County Museum 
Lucy A. Sanders, Librarian 
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“BUT WHY, MRS. BILLINGSLEY?”’—A LETTER OF 
EXPLANATION By LILY G. BILLINGSLEY 


I have been asked what led me to 
build the W. A. Billingsley Memorial 
Library in Newport. Of course the 
name implies the special impulse, 
but the questioner knew that prob- 
ably it was a culmination of thought 
that determined, rather than influ- 
enced my decision. It was not a me- 
morial in the sense that I wanted the 
town and county to remember US. 
It expresses our joint wish to con- 
tribute something of permanent, in- 
creasing, lasting value and pleasure 
to the community in which we lived, 
and to return to it some part of the 
blessing which a gracious God and 
our united effort had made possible. 
The questioner is aware that this 
might have taken any or many forms 
and asks “why this one?” 


The answer—love of books. Real- 
ization that they open the door to all 
the world. They are the magic car- 
pet that can lift you out of your nar- 
row world into any company or coun- 
try. You have only to choose what 
you want, and you can do this only 
IF you have access to books of your 
own, or in a library of your friend 
and neighbor or a library which is 
open to the public. 


The education and literacy of a 
country is measured by the books 
easily available to all who want and 
need them. Not just printed matter, 
nor just books . . . but books of last- 
ing worth of replacement that will 
help build up the culture, usefulness 
and intelligence of each succeeding 
generation. The Education of John 





Adams, a recent book on most library 
shelves, speaks of the scarcity of 
books in his day. The lawyer had 
one or two. The young law student 
must come in and read in the office 
of some lawyer who owned that one 
or two, in addition to preparing—as 
he did—for his classes in Harvard. 
The author mentions the precious and 
guarded books they had. Of the 
great number in Philadelphia he 
makes grateful mention. Only the 
richer and larger communities could 
have books at all. The written word 
was scarce in the colonies. Indeed, 
the Bible was chained so it could not 
be taken away, and it could only be 
read FROM by a favored few and not 
generally by the people. In England, 
the tourist will see examples of how 
cherished and guarded the Bible was 
—and had to be—to preserve it. 
There was no replacement. It was a 


treasure of word, and a treasured 
possession. 


We, in new states and small towns 
in my youth, had NO libraries. Each 
community had a number of families 
who generously shared their private 
collections of books with their neigh- 
bors. I do not know how better to 
return my thanks and appreciation 
than to have had the means and in- 
centive to furnish a building to house 
books and give opportunity to stead- 
ily build up the useful and valued 
need of Arkansas. W. A. Billingsley 
and I believed in Newport and Jack- 


son County. The library building 
expresses that belief. 
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PLANS FOR A COUNTY LIBRARY TAX CAMPAIGN 
By Elizabeth Huey! 


The suggestions contained in the 
following outline were obtained from 


y the State Library Commission and 
f from other librarians. None of them 
d are original, but most have been tried 


it and found helpful. 

04 I. PREPARATION 

A. Select a committee to sponsor 
the work of the campaign. 

d The library board itself may 


used, a card should be sent to 
every person whose name appears 
in the poll book. The following 
may serve as suggestions: (copied 
from the Commission) 





Dear 


Vote for the County Library Tax 


I am taking this opportunity to re- 


plan and direct the campaign, or 
a group of interested and capable 
citizens may be asked to serve on 
the committee. 


mind you to work and vote for the 
County Library Tax at the General 
Election November 4. 

This is a tax of 1 mill—or $1 on each 
$1000 property evaluation. The tax 
will assure our library of a definite 
income and will make better library 
service possible. 


d 
d B. Secure endorsement from all 
1, the clubs in the county or 
yt region. 
e This not only adds support to 
rt the measure, but is a good way 
d, of getting the idea before a large 
W number of people. The follow- 
iS ing organizations are suggested: 
: P.T.A. 
American Legion and Ameri- 
d can Legion Auxiliary 
A.A.U.W. 
s Schoolmasters 
. B. & P. W. 
“ Chamber of Commerce 
is Kiwanis 
“ Lions 
“ Rotary 
Home Demonstration Council 
n 
.. and local clubs 
= Women’s Clubs 
i- C. Circulate the petition to get 
d the measure on the ballot. 
‘y This should be done in as short 
K- a time as possible. At least 250 
ig signers should be obtained to 


take care of errors. The names 
must be on the petition as they 
appear in the poll books, and must 
written in ink or indelible pen- 
cil. 
II. PUBLICITY 
A. Postcards 
If this means of publicity is 


cello, Arkansas. 








Sincerely, 











Is there adequate library service 
in your future? 


VOTE FOR THE ONE-MILL 
COUNTY LIBRARY TAX 


in the 
General Election November 4 








B. Club talks 


An excellent talk furnished by 
the State Library Commission 
reads as follows: 

In 1946 the people of Arkansas 
added an amendment to the Con- 
stitution which permitted coun- 
ties to vote a one-mill tax for the 
support of a county library. This 
is known as Amendment 38. 

Now the time has come when 
our county can take advantage of 
this legislation for better library 
service. (Give a description here 
of the library situation in the 
county in which the talk is being 
given.) The assessed valuation of 
iniasnaeedl county is % ....... The 
passage of the County Library 
tax in _.......County would mean 
ibdiniebtiea rs for the support of the 


County Library. 


1Miss Huey is librarian of the Southeast Arkansas Regional Library, Monti- 








At the present time 
County is spending per 
capita for the support of the 
county library. With a one-mill 
library tax the library will op- 
erate with per capita, or 
an increase of ‘ 


The tax to be levied is only one 
mill—or, one dollar on each $1000 
property evaluation. The average 
citizen’s library tax will probably 
not exceed the price of one book 
privately purchased. 

If you are interested in the pro- 
gress of your school children and 
your own welfare, you will be in- 
terested in the passage of the 
county library tax. 


You can do two things to deter- 
mine its success: 

1. Vote FOR the library tax on 
November 2. 

2. Interest others in voting FOR 
the measure. 


C. Handbills. 


These may be distributed in the 
same way as any other circular 
(at the door of homes or in cars) 
or they may be given out through 
the library. A suggested form 
(also copied from the Commission) 
is shown in the next column. 


D. Pins or buttons. 

While these are worn mainly 
by children, it does help to adver- 
tise the campaign. 


E. Newspaper publicity. 


1. News articles. Begin by an- 
nouncing that the tax will be on 
the ballot. If possible, make 


the announcement in the name 
of the County Judge or the 
chairman of the Committee. 
Briefly explain the service of 
the library, why the tax is 
needed and how much it will 
cost. 


2. Feature articles. A typical 
day on the book truck or a typi- 
cal day in the library makes an 
interesting article. Doubtless, 
other ideas will present them- 
selves. End the articles with a 
plea for support of the tax. 

3. Editorials. Needless to say, 
if the editors of the papers in 
the area will come out in favor 
of the tax it is of the greatest 
help. 


F. Slides at the theatre. 


This is a particularly good 
means of advertisement, due to 
the large number of people it 
reaches. 


G. Letters to the election judges 
and clerks. 


Although the judges and clerks 
are not allowed to suggest how to 





FOR 1-Mill County Library Tax 
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ONE-MILL COUNTY LIBRARY 
TAX 





What will it cost? 
Why is it needed? 
How do we get it? 





Vv 
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Cost to Taxpayer valued at 
$ .10 $ 100.00 

50 500.00 

1.00 1,000.00 

5.00 5,000.00 

10.00 10,000.00 


Why is it needed? 





If property is 


Because present means of support is 
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too limited to furnish the kind of li- 
brary service the citizens of our county 
want and need. 





How do we get it? 
1. Vote FOR the county library tax 
in the General Election November 2. 
2. Interest some other voter in sup- 


porting the measure. 
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vote, many people do ask for in- 
formation concerning the initiated 
acts on the ballot. Therefore, a 
letter or a personal talk with each 
of the judges and clerks, explain- 
ing what the act is and asking 
their help in explaining it to 
others, may prove of considerable 
help. 
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H. Talk to the Quorum Court. 


A few words of appreciation to 
the Court for maintaining the li- 
brary in the past are in order. 
(Do not dismiss or close the door 
to any further help, however.) 
Explain what the new tax will 
do, and ask their support. 


MEASURES EMPLOYED FOR PASSAGE OF ONE-MILL 
LIBRARY TAX, NOVEMBER, 1950 
By Lucille Slater! 


1. Our Board thought it might be 
to our interest to employ a lawyer 
to look into the legal angle of the 
library tax and to prepare the peti- 
tions. We found one who did this for 
us for $75. 


2. We secured signatures to peti- 
tions, minimum of 100 required; we 
had almost 300 signatures. 

3. Letters were written to influ- 
ential citizens including presidents of 


clubs, P.T.A.’s and superintendents of 
schools, asking their support for the 
tax measure. 


4. Aseries of letters endorsing the 
tax measure appeared in the paper. 
These were written to the editor of 
the paper and were from the county 
judge, chairman of the Quorum Court 
Budget committee, Commander of 
the American Legion at Smackover, 
presidents of clubs and other influ- 
ential citizens. We had asked these 


1Miss Slater is librarian, Union County Library, El Dorado, Arkansas. 


people to write letters, and in some 
cases helped them write the letters. 


5. The manager of the theaters 
here made a slide and ran it a week 
before the date for voting. I know 
him very well, and he agreed at once 
to make the slide when I asked him 
about giving us some publicity. 


6. Handbills and buttons were sent 
to all of the towns and communities, 
to be distributed a short time before 
the date for voting. 

7. An editorial and also a large 
paid advertisement were in the paper 
on Sunday preceding election day. 


8. Radio talks were made by mem- 
bers of the Board, as well as by 
others. 

5,000 handbills—$23.45; 2,000 but- 
tons—$54.10 (St. Louis Button Co., 
413-415 Lucas Avenue, St. Louis, 
Missouri.) 


















The Public Librarian, by Alice I. 
Bryan. With a section on the educa- 
tion of librarians by Robert D. Leigh. 
Columbia University Press, 1952. 
474pp. $6.00. 

The reading of this book should 
help Arkansas librarians to plan a 
program for improvement of public 
libraries in Arkansas. The following 
suggested program is from Part Five, 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS, 
pages 445-448. “A SUGGESTED 
PROGRAM: From the Inquiry studies 
there emerge six closely related pro- 
posals which together form a program 
designed to increase the adequacy of 
professional public library personnel. 
Each depends so closely upon the 
others for its realization that they are 
like the inseparable links of a circular 
chain. Without any attempt to deter- 
mine priorities, therefore, they are 
listed below. 

“1, The organization of larger units 
of public library service by consolida- 
tion, federation, or confederation of 
smaller units into library systems 
serving cities, counties, multi-county 
or other districts of 100,000 or more 
people, with total expenditures with- 
in each system of $100,000 or more. 
With such reorganization the present 
hybrid position of librarian in inde- 
pendent, tiny units would disappear, 
to be replaced by nonprofessional 
positions held by workers, recruited 
locally, who will operate under the 
advice, guidance, or supervision of 
professional librarians serving the 
system as a whole. The local library 
workers will be trained in service by 
designated professional employees 
through direct personal guidance and 
by such group conferences and insti- 
tutes as are feasible for all the work- 
ers in one or more systems. Because 
of the inevitable turnover of local 
personnel, in-service training would 
be a continuous process. 

“2. A system of state financial aid, 


administered by a professionally led 
state library authority, the funds to 
be given directly to library systems as 


BOOKS FOR YOU 


defined above or to libraries affil- 
iated with these systems. The amount 
of the aid would be large enough to 
enable each public library system, in 
conjunction with local financial sup- 
port, to provide professional salaries 
on a decent minimum standard as 
well as the necessary materials and 
services of modern librarianship. 

“3. A strong, unified association of 
professional librarians in libraries of 
all types organized on a _ national, 
statewide and local basis, with asso- 
ciated or auxiliary groups of non- 
professional library workers and li- 
brary trustees, to discuss, adopt, sup- 
port, and promote the various pro- 
posals constituting the program for 
development of professional librari- 
anship and modern library service. 

“4. A state-administered program 
of compulsory certification of profes- 
sional librarians to hold positions in 
public libraries that are determined 
by job analysis to require full pro- 
fessional training for their perform- 
ance. 

“5. The classification of all posi- 
tions in public libraries on the basis 
of scientific job analysis and the de- 
velopment and periodic revision of 
a professional salary scale graded on 
the basis of job analysis, so that there 
can be a practical, attainable mini- 
mum standard salary for the enter- 
ing grade and advancement to top 
positions and top salary on the basis 
of experience and ability, regardless 
of sex. 

“6. Accreditation by the proper 
authority in the American Library 
Association of library schools offer- 
ing professional education of one 
year or more in a total of five years 
schooling beyond the _ secondary 
school, having instructional, library, 
and other resources that are to be 
found almost exclusively in universi- 
ties offering graduate or professional 
instruction and carrying on research 
in the academic disciplines from 
which the modern library school cur- 
riculum draws a large part of its 

intellectual sustenance.” 
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SPRING LIBRARY MEETINGS 


Our American Heritage was the 
theme of regional library meetings 
held in Arkansas April 29, April 30 
and May 2, 1952. Congressional Dis- 
tricts IV and VI met in Malvern April 
29 at the Hot Spring County Library 
with Mrs. F. R. Young as hostess. 
Miss Lucille Slater, Mrs. Graham 
Shannon and Miss Florene Jordan 
planned the program. Fifty libra- 
rians and trustees were present. 

Congressional Districts I and II met 
in Forrest City April 30 at the For- 


rest City Public Library with Mrs. 
F. L. Proctor as hostess. Miss Eliza- 
beth Malone, Mrs. Tom Burress, and 
Mrs. Jessie Bach planned the pro- 
gram. Fifty-three librarians and 
trustees were present. 
Congressional Districts III and V 
met in Fayetteville May 2 in the Civic 
Club Room with Mrs. Hazel Deal as 
hostess. Miss Marcella Grider, Mr. 
Marvin Miller and Mr. J. R. Kennan 
planned the program. Eighty-five li- 
brarians and trustees were present. 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN APPOINTED 


Miss Gladys Sachse, president of 
the Arkansas Library Association, 
has announced appointment of the 
following committee chairmen: 

Program— 

Miss Mary Sue Shepherd. 

Education— 

Miss Constance Mitchell. 

Publications— 

Miss LaNell Compton. 

Membership— 

Miss Mary Ellen Watson. 

Recruitment— 

Miss Dorothy Fenton. 

Local Arrangements— 


Miss Frances Barnett. 


Registration— 


Mrs. Jeanne Dupree. 


Decorations— 
Mrs. Betty Lou Scott. 

Manual for officers and committee 
chairmen— 
Miss Marcella Grider. 


Legislation— 
Mrs. Hazel Deal. 


Special Committee to study publi- 
cation problems— 


Mrs. Catherine Chew. 
Publicity— 
Miss Elsie Weisenberger. 
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NEWS NOTES 


MRS. LUCY FINLEY, librarian at 
Malvern High School, will complete 
work for a degree in library science 
at George Peabody College this sum- 
mer. She is a past secretary of the 
Arkansas Library Association. 


THE SPARKMAN BRANCH of the 
Dallas County Library is located in 
the home of Mrs. R. M. Green, who 
is serving as librarian. 


MISS EVELYN SIMPSON of Ham- 
burg succeeds Miss Vivian Maddox 
as librarian of the Garland County 
Library. Miss Simpson received her 
B.A. degree from Texas State College 
for Women, Denton, Texas, and her 
library science degree from Denver 
University, Denver, Colorado. She 
has held positions at Cedar Rapids 
and Spencer, Iowa; at Chico, Califor- 
nia; and as assistant librarian at the 
College of the Ozarks, Clarksville, 
Arkansas. 


PIGGOTT PUBLIC LIBRARY re- 
cently received as a donation a 
March, 1896 copy of the DELINEA- 
TOR which shows some interesting 
contemporary fashions and advertise- 
ments. The style of dress, with large 
leg o’ mutton sleeves and bustle skirts, 
would be expensive to copy now. An 
advertisement of the National Cloak 
and Suit Company features a tailor- 


made suit priced at $7.50. 


MRS. JACK EDENS, who has been 
school librarian in Columbus, Kansas, 
during the past year, will return to 
Clarksville in August as librarian of 
the Ozarks Regional Library at 
Clarksville. At present, she is en- 


rolled in Louisiana State University 





in Baton Rouge for a nine-weeks’ 
course in library science. 


MISSISSIPPI COUNTY LIBRARY 
was pictured on the cover of the 
April issue of the GENERAL FEDER- 
ATION CLUBWOMAN, official pub- 
lication of the national organization 
of women’s clubs. Editor of the mag- 
azine, Mrs. Mildred White. Wells of 
Washington, D. C., bestowed favor- 
able comment on the library and the 
Osceola Progressive Club which spon- 
sors it. 


MISS ANNIE RAE JENNINGS, 
daughter of Mrs. Cora Jennings, of 
Cross Roads, Arkansas, has been 
elected director of the Cherokee Re- 
gional Library, with headquarters at 
Lafayette, Georgia. This library is 
one of the oldest, largest and finest 
in the state of Georgia, having been 
studied as a model by foreign coun- 
tries as far distant as India. 


FORMAL OPENING of a new 
branch of Columbia-Lafayette Re- 
gional Library in Bradley, Arkansas, 
was an open house on Thursday eve- 
ning, May 8. The branch library is 
located on Main Street of Bradley, 
in one side of Tom’s Furniture Store 
(Tom Jester is proprietor). The open- 
ing was attended by citizens of Brad- 
ley and surrounding communities. 
Mrs. Karl Neal, acting state librarian, 
Miss Elizabeth Huie, librarian, South- 
eastern Regional Library with head- 
quarters at Monticello, and Miss La- 
Nell Compton, cataloger, Arkansas 
Library Commission, were guests. 
yet Olla Milloway is branch library 
clerk. 


MRS. GEORGIANA GREESON, 
librarian, North Arkansas Regional 
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Library with headquarters at Harri- 
son, has been awarded an eight- 
weeks’ scholarship to study in Mex- 
ico City College, Mexico City, D. F., 
beginning June 16. 


A SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARY has 
been opened during this summer for 
citizens of Mountainburg and sur- 
rounding area. The library is housed 
in the basement of the Community 
Presbyterian Church. Mountainburg 
Lions Club is sponsoring the project 
with the assistance of the Arkansas 
Library Commission. Mrs. Glen Far- 
ris will serve as librarian. 

MISS ELLEN KEY, librarian, Sear- 
cy High School, Searcy, MISS ELSIE 
WEISENBERGER, librarian, North 
Little Rock Public Library, and MISS 
LUCILLE SLATER, librarian, Union 
County Library, El Dorado, will re- 
ceive their L.S. degrees from Pea- 
body this summer. MISS NADEAN 
CROCKETT, librarian, Lawrence 
County Library, Walnut Ridge, is at- 
tending the summer session at Pea- 
body. MRS. OPAL WALTERS, 
Jonesboro, and MRS. ALINE CROW- 
LEY, Mulberry, are enrolled for the 
summer term in the Denver Uni- 


versity Library School. 


MRS. DAVE GRIFFITHS, librari- 
an, Woodruff County Library, Au- 
gusta, will receive her L.S. degree 
from Louisiana State University this 
summer. 

MRS. EFFIE PAGE, Seguin, Texas, 
is a visiting instructor in the Library 
Science Department at Arkansas 
State Teachers College this summer. 
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Mrs. Page is a graduate of Texas 
State College for Women, Denton, 
Texas. This year she is serving as 
sponsor of the Texas Teen-Age Li- 
brary Association. 


ENROLLED AT TEXAS STATE 
COLLEGE FOR WOMEN this sum- 
mer are Miss Mary Tom Reid, Fore- 
man, Mrs. Helen Click, Texarkana, 
and Miss Pauline Rucks, England. 
At Louisiana State University are 
Miss Lorraine Neal, Conway, and 
Mrs. Frank Reid, Morrilton. Mrs. 
Eugenia Condell, Conway, is at Pea- 
body. 

ARKANSAS LIBRARIANS AT- 
TENDING the annual meeting of the 
American Library Association at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York 
City, June 29-July 5, were: Mrs. Jos- 
eph Jackson, Clark County Library, 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas; Mrs. Hazel 
Prichard, Hempstead County Library, 
Hope, Arkansas; Mrs. Dula Reid, 
Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Li- 
brary, Conway, Arkansas; Mrs. Karl 
Neal, Arkansas Library Commission, 
Little Rock, Arkansas; Mrs. Catharine 
Chew, Little Rock Public Library, 
Little Rock, Arkansas; Miss Mary E. 
Upton, Veterans Administration Li- 
brary, Little Rock, Arkansas; Miss 
Myrtle Roush, Arkansas Polytechnic 
College, Russellville, Arkansas; Miss 
Thelma Gipson, Pullen Street Branch, 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 


MISS RHODA BURGESS, a former 
staff member of the University of 
Arkansas Library, has been working 
since July 1 in the Branch Depart- 
ment of the Tacoma Public Library, 
Tacoma, Washington. 














